If the kohanim do not bless the congregation, we continue here:
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All services continue here:
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AND GRANT YOU KIND-
NEss 33N (vi-huneka).
This phrase is open to at
least two interpretations:
that God be kind to you,
or that God grant you
the capacity for kindness.
The latter interpretation
is attested to by the mi-
drash: "God grant you the
understanding to be kind
to one another" (Numbers
Rabbah 11:6).

GRANT PEACE DYDY DY,
Every Jewish prayer service
ends with a prayer for
peace. The midrash says
that peace is one of the
names of God. The words
of Sim Shalom, “grant
peace,” are related directly
to the conclusion of Birkat
Kohanim, the priestly
blessing: “May God grant
You peace.” Additionally,
the paragraph uses the
metaphor of the light

of God’s face as bestow-
ing blessing. Thus, this
b’rakhah is traditionally
recited at all services at
which Birkat Kohanim is
recited. On fast days such
as Yom Kippur, Birkat
Kohanim is recited at all
services throughout the
day.

INSCRIBE US FOR A

GOOD LIFE D¥2)D DYNY
12797 (hayyim tovim
tikht'veinu). A final plea for
a year of life, a good life.
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