,-]Jl,r[lpx l—ni—r’ ,qJD:UIS n;nl n;ﬁx YOU HAVE LOVED US DEEPLY

1271 NAON. The Hebrew

ATV MR TINT 9T 7200 root dlefhei-ver, meaning
' ) N “love,” appears six times in

[13)’:01732{1] 1371,11:25 )T]:y; JJ;‘DB 137;}7{ this passage (both as the
,D’”U 17Pn D-rn‘?nzl ﬂ: -”—luaw noun and a Yel’b). Reuven

Hammer points out that

.’13773‘73']7] thkinig! 13 three of them speak of
SR cTor T our love for God and

,Dn_ln'j ITDU.IU :}SU :]37,:}5 three speak of God’s love

all x i i by : " for us. While reciting this
'b’:w;jbhl .P:Ub 13':‘7: .ln.] 13"'5:; Dﬂ-] b’rakhah, the worshipper

n']wy‘?"l WEW‘D ,'[73‘_7‘7'] '['73“7‘_7 A_]?;}'(Ub can anticipate the se\]:emzfll
: . b : 2 : g ' h h 2
M20X2 IR 050 M2T Y2 TN DR i dhe frse paragraph of
the Sh’'ma: “You shall love

,ﬂn'11n:1 13’{3’37 WNEH Adonai your God.”
':]ﬁn"lX)ga 133‘7 73"{1 AVINU MALKEINU 11X

12291, Literally, “our father,

ADWINX X1 20X 1:::‘7 TII™  our king” The pairing of
717'1 Db.]yb WDJ NY71 the two words emphasizes

that God is at once both

A0 KM YITHT WP OWA 7D incimate as a close reation
' ’ POET ; and distant as a monarch.

.ﬂny“ﬂ’: HUD'(ZJZH nl?’;; The word av, “father,” sug-

(Gather Tzitzit in Right Hand) Some gather their tzitzit before reciting this line: 85t tie imiage O_f o 5
source or progenitor, and

'T-u”{;j rnDJ; 37;'111(73 DTbWb uz:c’:’rn- < therefore it may also be
,ﬂjxj}_(‘j nq’ann-’lp 713;"‘.7"]]'1'] translated as “creator.”
.‘l[ﬂ'}{ jjﬂﬁwv ‘;y-lgl ‘71‘{ .,3' LAWS OF LIFE D11 °pT). The

word “Torah” encompasses

I.I“Z]b.] Dl—j-ban n-“j: thimk| many different meanings.

In its most limited usage, it

MARTIOSTTINNOWIMRINID  refers to the Five Books of
-D-[N: Tfﬂ”?'l 1‘7 n.'_n,_[b Moses. But in a larger sense

it refers to all of Scripture,
.-mx: ORI TAYI ST TTRKIG)  2nd even toall of ater
Jewish teaching. Thus, the

' rabbis of the Talmud spoke
of the “Written Torah” and the “Oral Torah,” the latter referring to the teachings of the Midrash, Mishnah,
and Talmud—and even to “whatever new teaching a student of wisdom might impart until the end of time”
(Leviticus Rabbah 22:1). In this prayer, “Torah” embraces the widest meaning: the laws of life—all those teach-
ings that instruct us concerning a full ethical and religious life.

TO UNDERSTAND AND DISCERN . .. OBSERVE, FULFILL, AND PERFORM D°P71 MY WY . .. 20071 1207.
This sequence implies that study is intimately linked with action—indeed, that study should lead to action.

GATHERING THE TZITZIT. Many observe the custom, originating in the late Middle Ages, of gathering the four
tzitziyot (plural of tzitzit) of the tallit while reciting the words “bring us safely from the four corners of the
earth,” thus symbolizing Israel’s unity and ingathering. The tzitziyot are then held through the third paragraph
of the Sh'ma, and kissed when reciting the word tzitzit (which appears three times in that paragraph). By this
practice, we indicate that we are lovingly undertaking to observe these words of Torah, and we hope that our
commitment to strive for holiness will lead to greater unity. We are also gathering within us all our positive
intentions.
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