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We rise as we are called by the leader’s words of invitation to prayer. The
leader bows when saying the word 1272 (“praise”) and stands up straight
when pronouncing M’ (Adonai). Similarly, the congregation bows at the
word 112 (“praise”) and straightens to full height at mi’ (Adonai).

An alternate version of this b’rakhah may be found on the following page.
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We are seated.
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We continue with the Second B'rakhah on page 4o0.

THE SH'MA AND ITS BLESS-
INGS P11 Yu NRp.
Every evening service (Ar-
vit) includes two climac-
tic moments: the Sh’'ma
(page 41) and the Amidah
(page 47). The Sh'ma, the
affirmation of faith in the
one God, has often been
called Judaism’s essential
creed.

Two b’rakhot precede
the Sh’ma: the first reflects
on God’s presence in the
passage of time, while the
second acknowledges God's
love, represented by the gift
of Torah, divine instruc-
tion as to how we should
live. Two brakhot also
follow the Sh’'ma: the first
acknowledges the exodus
from Egypt, the signal
event that has formed us
as a people and set us on
the path of freedom and
responsibility; the second
speaks to our concrete
concerns for safety in the
darkness of night. The
Amidabh, the silent personal
prayer, then follows.

PRAISE 1072. The formal
synagogue evening service
begins with the leader’s
call, signalling to the con-
gregation that the moment
of communal prayer has
arrived. The congregation’s

response is their indication that they are ready to follow the service leader and

participate in the service.

WHOSE WISDOM OPENS THE GATES OF DAWN D’1yY NNA NNIANA. Some liturgi-
cal texts, such as this one, reflect ancient understandings of how the heavenly
bodies operate—for instance, this depiction of the sun exiting the sky through
gates in the west. Although contemporary science provides us with different
understandings, we can still feel an underlying sense of wonder and awe as we
too gaze at the setting sun and the star-filled sky. These liturgical images, then,
become metaphors for our own understanding of the passage of time, remind-

ing us of the uniqueness of each moment.
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