1 PSALM 29. The mystic Isaac
Luria (15341572, Safed) would
9 7™ begin the Friday evening
o o service with this psalm. Luria,

,D"?N "J: ﬁ'ln"_b 1:{.E| like many mystics before him,
,Tlﬂr _n:; l_nn"? 1;|_:[ believed that in welcoming

Shabbat, one ushers in the very

,173'(?' 713; n'h-["‘? B rresence of God.

In Psalm 29, the phrase kol

.WTP n-l-ﬁj: mﬂ"‘? T”_-[Dwn Adonai (“the voice'of God”)
YT TR O BT by M Sip e fmes—un

derstood in this context to

0™ 0™ ‘73_7 T represent the seven days of

the week. The thunder and

;U;; mim b.lP lightning described here evoke
TR T :7_‘7 the scene of the revelation at
" 'rI-r ; ; . I

Sinai; Kadesh, one of the places

DTN W M ‘71P mentioned here, is identified in

the Bible with the Sinai desert.

,TIJ;bij "TWI‘S‘J‘IN i ﬂ:‘_ﬂ’] In reciting this psalm, Shabbat

,‘73,37 '1733 np ekl fj?\(:r:s; irn;\%:fli:teigna.s a moment of
;D’DN-’-.I: 173: T’T(U'I 11::‘7 Biblical scholars see the

psalm as a depiction of a storm

;'(UN J'\'Dfl‘? QXH M b.lp coming in from Fhe Mediter-
;w-fl? .1;..”3 e b’nz n;_ng b’nz =1 ‘71P ranean and passing over the

mountains of Lebanon; cedars

,n']ﬂy" PI’(UI'I’] ,ﬂ'l‘?ZK bb.‘n, = ‘71P top those high mountains and

are among the world’s sturdiest

.'\"D; WDN 1‘73 15;’“31 and longest living trees, but
:w,, {71:73;7 - God'’s voice shatters them. The
=R/ 11

storm continues to move on

.Db.ﬂjb 1‘773 =T W over fertile land to the Sinai

’ ) desert, called here Kadesh.
,‘|J'1’ 1731_7‘7 W mim The psalm begins with
Y I— - - reference to the waters of the
‘D.]bw; 1733_7 ‘nx -]7?" i Mediterranean Sea and ends
L2 O"oMN with God enthroned above
the primal waters of creation.
Additionally, it begins with
an angelic chorus praising God and, as we reach the end, mentions the human chorus praising God in the
Temple. Thus earth and heaven, the realms of both the human and the Divine, come to mirror each other as
creation and redemption are experienced in a single moment—again, an image of Shabbat.

CHILDREN OF THE DIVINE D?PX ")2. The general belief in biblical times—and in classical and medieval times,
as well—was that many semi-divine beings, sometimes conceived as the forces in the heavens, acted at God’s
behest.

THE FLOOD WATERS 2121Y. An allusion either to the primal waters of creation or to the flood in the time of
Noah. In the first understanding, this line continues the thought introduced at the beginning of the psalm
that God is above the waters—that is, God has power over the waters that form the great mass of earth. In the
second interpretation, the theme of God’s judgment of sin is now introduced in the psalm.

WITH PEACE D1DW2. This series of six psalms, recited on Friday night before the imagined entrance of
Shabbat, began with the word I'khu, the call to set out together on a journey, and now ends with the word
shalom, the blessing of peace, Shabbat peace.
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