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The Torah scroll is placed in the ark. Personal meditations,
such as those found on page 169, may also be recited here.
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The ark is closed.
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Congregation and Leader:
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WHENEVER THE ARK WAS
SET DOWN R NN
Numbers 10:36. As the
Torah completes its circuit
through the synagogue, we
recall Moses’ words when
the people finished a stage
in their journey through
the wilderness and came
to rest in a new camp. This
verse and the ones that
follow (Psalm 132:8—10 and
Proverbs 4:2) can also serve
to refer to our own inner
journey: we are accompa-
nied now by Torah.

Only the first and last
verse are recited in all rites;
the others were added in
many communities in the
late Middle Ages.

IT IS A TREE OF LIFE FOR
THOSE WHO GRASP IT YY
N3 DR TNN2 NN N
Proverbs 3:18. The Torah
handles are called atzei
hayim, “trees of life,” and
this verse is the source of
the custom of holding on
to them as we recite the
b’rakhot over the Torah.
Thus, by studying Torah
and by physically holding
on to it, we both figura-
tively and literally “grasp”
the tree of life.

ITS WAYS ARE PLEASANT,
AND ALL ITS PATHS ARE
PEACE “D0) DY) 27T 377
Di>YW ’ni2n). Proverbs
3:17. In their context, these

two verses from Proverbs refer to wisdom, hokhmah. The an-
cient rabbis associated wisdom with Torah. As we put away the
Torah, we pray that our study of Torah should provide us with
the wisdom to promote a life characterized by pleasantness

and the pursuit of peace.

this final verse is taken from Lamentatlons (5 21) the book of
mourning for the destruction of Jerusalem. We end the Torah
service with a prayer for the reconciliation of God and Israel.
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