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N1ND. Opening the ark, car-
rying the Torah in a procession
‘ y ' : h h ion, and
.:]’WKJDD .I.,N1 ,’J‘TI_{ ,D’I_I‘DN: ﬂ”:: T.,N t roug the congregation, an
=S R SO R reading aloud from the scroll are
all symbolic moments when the

,Dvn?y'b.; .n13579 ﬂn1357; presence and will of the Divine may
.-“-fl .n.‘.-b?; =]n5'(_m:m'| be especially felt. It is as if with the

opening of the ark, the doorway to

TN n?’y"? 1573» athk ,-1573 = ,-]';73 IT®  heaven itself is opened.

. i ) ) Since there is no physical
DiDW2 1Y N 7727 M J07IBYY T M represencation of God i juclaism,
’ ’ the Torah has come to be seen as

,.l-ln,x-nx :]J1x-1: n:qu,n In,nnjn aN the most significant expression of

o the presence of God—it is the rep-
AT IWITIITIIAR  resentation of Gods voice, God's
) N - ) call to us. Taking out the Torah has
’D,D?.ﬂ, TH'I—S ,N‘TUJ.I D-! 5N .]57,3 come to be seeniar as a representa-
tion of divine sovereignty, and
We rise as the ark is opened. so it has taken on the drama of a
royal procession. Thus, the Torah is

:-[WD WDNTL 171"53 K_JDJ: "_P.l adorned with a crown, and its cov-
:]nagn :PNJWD ’1D;"'l ,ﬂ";"x 535’1 ik nD’IP er is kissed as it passes through the

congregation, as was the custom
for kissing the hem of the king’s

‘D’?WT‘,D i’ 1;.'1 In-.nn an TPSD ,3 garments. Additionally, the Torah is
:Inn(TU-‘-P: 5N11w, 173:-7? ﬁj’ln llngw -I.lﬁ; dressed with accoutrements of the

High Priest, including a breastplate

and bells (originally used to signal
his presence). In short, how we treat the Torah scroll combines the three “crowns” about which the ancient
rabbis spoke: the crown of sovereignty, the crown of priesthood, and the crown of Torah (Pirkei Avot 4:17).

NONE COMPARES TO YOU 703 'X. Psalm 86:8. As etiquette in Europe’s royal courts became more elaborate
(12th-14th centuries), the Ashkenazic Torah service incorporated verses emphasizing God’s sovereignty, as if
to say that God alone—and no earthly ruler—is the ultimate sovereign. The next verse, “Your sovereignty,” is
Psalm 145:13; “Adonai, give strength” is Psalm 29:11.

ADONAI IS SOVEREIGN 7772 M. This sentence is a compilation of biblical phrases about God's sovereignty stitched
together to form a creed: God has ruled the world since before creation and will continue to rule eternally.

COMPASSIONATE CREATOR D"11)17) AR. This address, followed by a verse that calls for Jerusalem’s reconstruc-
tion (Psalm 51:20), is all that remains from prayers for forgiveness that were recited during the Torah service in
an earlier era.

AS THE ARK WAS CARRIED FORWARD TINi) Y122 *i"). Numbers 10:35 depicts the ark as the seat of divine
protection, leading the march and warding off the fledgling nation’s enemies. One interpretation is that upon
realizing that it is God whom they are fighting, enemies will flee and warfare will become unnecessary (Abra-
ham ibn Ezra).

TORAH SHALL GO FORTH FROM ZION 171N XXM 11°X1 7. From Isaiah 2:3: “And many peoples shall come and
say, ‘Let us go up to the mountain of Adonai, to the House of the God of Jacob, for Adonai shall teach us God’s
ways, that we may walk in that path; for Torah shall go forth ... ” As the ark is opened, we express our belief
that Torah contains ideals of ethics, politics, and wisdom that affect all humanity.
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