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""" Read forward, the word

TD; 'INU:.I ,D""j 'Iqu D""? N1 "]T'n ']T'[b \q  affirms what follows: credal
. statements spelling out the

(Kiss and release Tzitzit) J']D"? '\'175 'I.TIJ'IDN'I 1]‘1135731 imiplications of ghe Shimay

DO O70K] OM07P] D7 Qe each stacement is preceded

..... by the word emet, thus

['l:]"n.lDN.l] "IJ".n'lﬂN [7}7 D"D‘D'ﬂ] ’73‘7']}7‘7'] "[}]‘7 articulating a kind of Jewish
creed. Read backward, it

J']']"T]'-["J? ‘73—‘71 r":"mﬁﬁ bl—ﬂ ﬂj’;; ‘73-7 lqjﬂ.‘?}n refers to God, who is identi-
mERppighvy ‘73]1 D7IWKA1] ‘71‘7 A2y ‘7N']W" YT fied with truth.

The phrase is based on

737'1 D‘Tﬂjb D"71 270 1:7[ the words of Jeremiah,
“Adonai is true (Adonai

7217" Nb.l 7” -[:nnxhl nDN emet), is truly the living

17NIAK X1 ONX MY KT ARKY NNX <« God and the sovereign of

time and the world” (10:10).

[aninx1] 1NiaX 771 12350, [37Ni0K1] Addidonally, another bibli
cal meaning of the word

AINYITT X 2073 [anieKi] 127niax DX ubxn omet is steadfastness or
'ﬂﬂ‘?'ﬂ D’H‘DN TN ,‘T'lnw Dbjyn q:‘?van ’IJ-_UB faithfL!Iness. In this inter-
e “ e T : ! pretation, what is affirmed
is that God will always be

D2IVR XA AKX [NInX1] 12K MY presentfor s
21717177502 DX DI™25 YimT oy TRULY THs TeAcHiNG s

CONSTANT 2°X?] NNN.

ﬂ%@m D‘?ﬂj D’ﬁ; Reuven Kimelman, a
.sz.-r{ ’DDIS -H_J ﬂnl?_[X'] ﬂ'}'p?wn-l contemporary liturgical

scholar, contends that

,:]’nTXDb VR WK MWK the “teaching” referred

) . ) to in this assertion is the
1:‘7 517 D”IU" '4]'1:17’1 ﬂnﬁ.ln.l Decalogue, which originally
preceded the recitation of
----- the Sh'ma in the ancient

.D:l’-\ 25-]‘7 -naa '-:]bnz] synagogue. The recita-

tion of the Decalogue was
'|'1‘H'IN N1 'IJ'IN'I '|1WN'1 he il 'lﬂN nDN dropped from the liturgy

because the rabbis were
}_]"(IU'ID'] 5513 -]‘723 qu? .PN :]’-.ufjbgn.] afraid that people would
consider only those com-
mandments as obligatory, as many Christians did. In its current context, the liturgical affirmation refers to the
constancy of the entire Torah.

HELP OF OUR ANCESTORS [11T11ANR1]1 1°11aNR NITY. Two contrasting theological concepts are at work in this
blessing. The first emphasizes the value of personal observance of Torah and mitzvot (“Blessed are the ones
who attend to Your mitzvot..."); the second emphasizes communal redemption and the need for God to
destroy oppression, with the exodus from Egypt serving as a paradigm for all future redemptions. The first is
non-violent, speaking of personal practice and virtue through performing acts of love and care; the second
insists that God must war against evil in order to root it out. These two views echo a talmudic argument as to
whether the future redemption will be achieved peacefully or will come through war.

TRULY, YOU WERE AT THE BEGINNING AND YOU WILL BE AT THE END 111X K10 NAR) JIYR] RN NOR, R A

similar expression, “I am the alpha and omega, the beginning and the end,” is quoted three times in the Chris-
tian testament. The wording of this prayer may have been deliberately polemical at the time it was written in

antiquity, and intended to oppose Christian theological claims, which were emerging as a rival to Judaism.
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